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Application Serial Number 09/105,406 filed on June 26, ISSrtR. ft 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 5 <=> ~ 

m 


The present invention relates generally to financial transaction sysfgmsp 
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and more particularly, to a computer server and architecture for managing 
financial transactions involving stored value products such as smartcards. 


BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Financial systems using stored value products are well-known in the art. 
An example of a stored value product is a pre-paid telephone card, which is 
typically a plastic or paper card with a unique identification code. The code may 
be printed on the front of the card, or it may be stored electronically on a 
magnetic stripe that is attached to the card. To access the value on the card, 
consumers may, for example, dial a pre-determined phone number and input the 
unique code, thereby identifying the card and allowing the consumer to access a 
service (such as long distance telephone service). Besides telephone services, 
magnetic stripe cards have been used to pre-pay for, among other things, 
gasoline or department store merchandise. In these industries, special card 
reading machines such as those found in many retail establishments (e.g. point 


